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within 56 days of the offence. 2 penalty points will be
added to your licence if you opt not to go to court. If
you are convicted in court for non-wearing of a seatbelt,
4 penalty points will be added to your licence and you
will be liable to an 800 euro fine for a first offence. Read
more about the regulations regarding the wearing of
seatbelts in Ireland.

! Motor insurance offences: generally punishable by
a fine of up to 2,500 euro, disqualification of one year
or more for a first offence and two years or more for a
second offence, and, at the discretion of the court, a
term of imprisonment not exceeding six months. Since
1st June 2003, where the court decides not to impose
a disqualification drivers convicted of a first offence of
driving without insurance will incur 5 penalty points on
their licence record in addition to any other penalty
imposed by the court.

! Careless driving: This is defined as 'driving a vehicle
in a public place without due care and attention'. The
Gardai enforce careless driving offences and this
involves a mandatory court appearance. From 4th June
2004, a driver charged and subsequently found guilty
of careless driving will receive 5 penalty points on their
licence. Drivers may also be fined up to a maximum of
1,500 euro, or given a prison sentence to a maximum
of 3 months. (You should note the courts also have
discretion to impose both the 1,500 euro fine and the
3 month prison sentence together). 

Our Legal Advisors are on hand 24 hours a day to provide
advice on any road traffic law matter or contact our helpline
on 1850 670 747.

More than 396,000 motorists
have been issued with penalty
points since their introduction in
Ireland in 2002. 571,686 penalty
point notices have been issued
since its introduction in 2002

***
There are currently 36 offences
which attract penalty points

***
Drivers holding mobile phones
are also liable to prosecution


